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Project Summary: 
 
The aim of the work is to provide independent assessment of the yield, quality and 
storage potential of new onion varieties propagated from both seed and sets. 
A more in depth analysis of data will compare data across years. 
 
 
Aims & Objectives: 
 
 
(i) Project aim(s): 

 
• To provide independent evaluation of new, drilled and set onion varieties for 

field characteristics, yield and storage potential and compare with existing 
commercial varieties. 

• Analysis of data 
• Comparison and analysis of data  

  
(ii) Project objective(s): 
 

1. To assess replicated field plots and harvested material from 3 set trials (in 
each of 2012 & 2014) and 2 drilled trials (each year). 
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2. To present the results at knowledge exchange events (field & harvest open 
days each year and Carrot & Onion Conference 2013). 
 
3. To provide results to levy payers through updates (to coincide with open days) 
and a final report.  

 
 
 
Benefits to industry   
 
Relatively small differences between varieties can have a significant impact on 
profitability.   
Independent, relevant results are essential if growers are to maximise their profits.  
The wrong variety choice or use of incorrect husbandry on an otherwise suitable 
variety can be costly.  
 
The proposed work will assist all sectors of the industry: 

• Growers to choose and manage the best varieties for profitable production. 
Emphasis is placed on recording leaf habit in this proposal as changes in 
herbicide availability are likely to result in more frequent passes with 
mechanical weeding machinery. Also neck finish which can effect storage 
potential. 

• Breeders to promote those varieties that offer advantages over existing 
commercial varieties.   

• The packing and retail trade to identify the best varieties for quality and market 
suitability. 

• The UK vegetable industry to provide value and quality to maintain and 
expand its market share. 

• The identification of varieties that are more suitable for long term storage 
under commercial storage conditions – which will reduce losses and waste – 
and hence to assist in the appropriate choice of variety. 
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Disclaimer 
 
AHDB, operating through its HDC division seeks to ensure that the information contained 
within this document is accurate at the time of printing. No warranty is given in respect 
thereof and, to the maximum extent permitted by law the Agriculture and Horticulture 
Development Board accepts no liability for loss, damage or injury howsoever caused 
(including that caused by negligence) or suffered directly or indirectly in relation to 
information and opinions contained in or omitted from this document.  
 
No part of this publication may be reproduced in any material form (including by photocopy or 
storage in any medium by electronic means) or any copy or adaptation stored, published or 
distributed (by physical, electronic or other means) without the prior permission in writing of 
the Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board, other than by reproduction in an 
unmodified form for the sole purpose of use as an information resource when the Agriculture 
and Horticulture Development Board or HDC is clearly acknowledged as the source, or in 
accordance with the provisions of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.  All rights 
reserved.  
 
AHDB (logo) is a registered trademark of the Agriculture and Horticulture Development 
Board. HDC is a registered trademark of the Agriculture and Horticulture Development 
Board, for use by its HDC division. All other trademarks, logos and brand names contained in 
this publication are the trademarks of their respective holders.  No rights are granted without 
the prior written permission of the relevant owners. 
 
 
 
 
 
Further information 
 
Email the HDC office (hdc@hdc.ahdb.org.uk), quoting your HDC number, alternatively 
contact the HDC at the address below: 
 
 
HDC 
AHDB 
Stoneleigh Park 
Kenilworth 
Warwickshire 
CV8 2TL 
  
Tel – 0247 669 2051 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HDC is a division of the Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board. 
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